
Feedback from Christleton Parish Council on A51 changes 

Whilst the A51 only borders a small part of the Parish, a number of key roads that pass through 

connecting with the A51 and are used by residents and as well as by through traffic from the A41 

and so changes to the A51 can have significant effects for villagers. 

Our feedback is as follows: 

Tarvin Roundabout to Stamford Bridge Lights 

The changes to Tarvin roundabout will increase the flow of traffic along the A51 but this will simply 

move the tailback to the next ‘pinch point’ at the Stamford lights. Adding an extra carriage way at 

the lights will then take the increased flow (double) to the next pinch point at the A55 roundabout.  

Whilst the increase in flow is a positive measure, it will have a negative impact on the ability of 

motorists to cross the A51 from side roads. 

Stamford Bridge Lights to Littleton Lane junction 

This increase in flow will result in a smaller gap in the traffic at the junctions with Stamford Lane and 

Wicker Lane. These are already difficult junctions to exit from to turn right onto the A51. Therefore, 

it is likely to make this junction more dangerous as drivers grow impatient and attempt to push their 

way out. This will also be exasperated by the no right turn at Littleton Lane as traffic could well use 

Stamford Lane instead.  Therefore, we recommend that this junction is looked at to improve the 

ability to cross safely as we understand that this has not been done despite our feedback at an 

earlier meeting. 

Littleton Lane / Hare Lane Junction 

The proposed changes to Littleton Lane / Hare Lane are to stop traffic turning right or going straight 

over from Littleton Lane and for traffic turning right from the A51 westbound into Hare Lane. The 

number of vehicles turning right from Littleton Lane during peak hours has been measured at 5 in 

the morning and 10 in the afternoon. A total of 20 vehicles went across the junction in your survey. 

So this change would only affect 35 vehicles at the peak times. This only represents a very small 

percentage of the overall traffic numbers at this time which have been measured by CWAC at 300 

per hour.  We fail to see why this measure is required at all as there is no real safety improvement to 

be gained as ‘shunts’ occur all down the A51 and not just at this junction. 

A55 Roundabout 

We note that the A55 roundabout improvements are not included in the current scheme as this is a 

Highways England responsibility and is under a separate scheme for which funding hasn’t yet been 

approved and will not gain approval until late 2020 at the earliest. 

This scheme appears to be good in that it will increase the capacity of the roundabout but it’s not 

yet clear if the traffic lights will be turned off, which is something we believe could have a positive 

effect on traffic flows. Has any modelling been carried out? 

 



Pollution 

Until the A55 roundabout improvements are put in place and are fully operational, it would be a 

mistake to complete the other works as this will result in longer tailbacks of queueing traffic at the 

west end of the A51, next to a greater number of houses than the east end. This will cause an 

unacceptable increase in pollution from the NO2 level of 47ug/m3 in 2017 which is already 17% 

higher than the World Health Organisations maximum of 40. Are any figures available for 2018 or 

2019? 

We note that no readings have been provided for pm 2.5 and pm10 levels. Are these available? 

Have any predictions been made for the net effect on pollution levels once the entire scheme 

including the A55 roundabout has been completed?  

Conclusion 

On balance, we do not believe that this scheme, costing £7m without the roundabout, offers good 

value for money. All it will do is move queuing traffic to a higher housing density area with a 

negative effect on pollution. 

Given that traffic volumes are predicted to increase by up to 38% over the next 25 years, what is 

needed is a new relief road to take the through traffic directly to the A55. Whilst this may be more 

expensive in the short term, in the longer term it will be required in any case and the current 

proposal is simply a sticking plaster. 


