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MINUTES OF CHRISTLETON PARISH COUNCIL ORDINARY MEETING 

INCORPORATING KING GEORGE’S TRUST 

Held on TUESDAY, 19th May 2020 at 7.30 pm 

Via ZOOM Virtual Meeting 

SIGNED 

Present Cllrs Luke Henley (Chairman), Susan Robson, Elizabeth Inall, John Eccles, John Beckitt, Kate 
Sinclair & Damian Murphy. 
 
In Attendance: CWAC Cllr Stuart Parker, Luke Trevakis (member of public) & Sue Thwaite (Clerk) 
 
Apologies: Cllr Janet Brown (Technology issues) 

Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 

There were no declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests 

Minutes of the last Meeting 

1. The Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 21st April 2020 were 
approved as a true and correct record and will be formally signed by the Chairman following 
lockdown restrictions being lifted. 

Public Forum 

2. Cllr Parker reported that the Northgate Development is now going ahead to incorporate a 
new car park/market/restaurants/cinema and offices at a cost of 65.5 million pounds by the 
VINCI Construction Company carrying out the scheme.  Cllr Parker confirmed he would 
update the Council on progress. 

Planning 

Planning Applications 

3. A list of planning application previously circulated to all Councillors was considered.  
Comments were noted by the Clerk for submission to CWAC Planning Authority.  All 
comments can be viewed on CWAC website. 

Update from University of Law Group 

4. Cllr Eccles circulated a comprehensive report on recent virtual meeting with the developers 
of the University of Law site, which included the developers progress with the landowners at 
the rear of the site to grant temporary construction access route via Little Heath Road.  A 
possible alternative access from Pearl Lane is not an option at the moment. 

5. Other key issues flagged to Bridgemere including traffic impacts on the village centre; air 
quality and education provision previously not been made transparent by earlier developer 
with lack of feedback to the community.  Bridgemere confirmed that all these issues had 
been resolved as part of the previous application but not communicated to the residents. 
Bridgemere confirmed they will be open, and all these matters are part of the ongoing 
dialogue with CWAC Planning Officers and the outcome will be shared with the Parish 
Council in due course. 

6. In respect of environment enhancement measures, there are three option for additional car 
parking being considered and work is ongoing to research their relative deliverability and 
feasibility.  The Parish Council should be in a position to share their proposals within 8 weeks. 
Also, schemes related to traffic calming measures, there were various options for the PC to 
consider outputs of which are expected in about 8 weeks’ time, these will be shared with 
Bridgemere when available. 
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7. Bridgemere confirmed in principle and subject to cost and compliance with planning 
regulation they remain willing to offer a financial contribution to be captured under a s106 
Agreement, which the PC can deploy to help support implementation of the environmental 
enhancement measures. 

8. The former playing fields at the UOL site continued to be discussed with Sport England who 
are likely to want to protect the fields use and object to any loss of recreational provision.  In 
which case, the Developer could be obliged by Sport England to enhance them, building a 
pavilion, and opening up to public use. 

9. The PC members confirmed this was not what they would wish to see, and they remained in 
favour of exploring financial support of existing facilities which they have management 
responsibility for.  The Parish Council will write formerly to Bridgemere to confirm that it had 
sufficient playing fields already and wished to secure this land as green space. 

Action: Cllr Eccles will draft a letter to the Developer confirming the Parish Councils 
position. 

10. It was agreed there would be continued regular dialogue between Bridgemere and Parish 
Council representatives as the application scheme developed, there is still a long way to go 
but they hope to submit their application during the summer and estimated that the 
planning process could take at least a year. 

11. It was agreed that the Parish Council would carry out a village consultation via a leaflet drop 
to all residences once all the issues relating to the proposed planning application have been 
finalised and subject to the result of the consultation the Parish Council would then consider 
the plans and reach a decision as to whether to support it or not. 

12. Cllr Eccles informed the meeting of an email from Littleton resident expressing concerns 
regarding the impact of a possible temporary construction traffic access off Pearl Lane and 
communication with Littleton Parish Council. 

Action: Cllr Eccles will reply in writing to the resident.  

Beechmoor Garden Centre – New Developer Scheme 

13. Previous developers of Beechmoor Nurseries had sold the site to Retirement Villages who are 
working on a new version for the site and wished to open a dialogue with the Parish Council 
to discuss their approach in developing the site.  The first stage of their consultation on the 
plans have been circulated to people living in the local area. 

Resolved:  The PC to contact Retirement Villages to set up a virtual meeting to discuss their 
proposed development of the site. 

Action: Clerk to contact developer tor request possible dates for the meeting, with a 
suggested start time of 6pm. 

Traffic & Road Safety 

Update Planit-IE brief/CWAC feedback/proposal for road replacement and cyclist, pedestrian 
options/Schools’ input. 

14. Cllr Beckitt circulated a very comprehensive report following the meeting held on 28th April 
which outlined the agreed proposals from Planit.IE, Civic Architects, for improving the quality 
of life and environment for residents and were now being brought to this meeting for formal 
ratification and approval. 

15. These included CWAC resurfacing schemes for road in the village, including Little Heath Road 
to A51, new surfacing finishes by the Pit, Sheltered Housing, the sharp bend on Village  

Road and the road between the Ring-o-Bells and the village shop. 

16. The initial design response from Planit.IE had been shared with the schools with the High 
School looking at potential extra parking spaces and alteration to the Village Road entrance 
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giving priority to cycling and pedestrians and the Primary School considering the proposal to 
create car parking in front of the school.  Following a detailed discussion, it was: 

Resolved: To formally accept the Planit.IE, Civic Architects full detailed brief, which had been 
amended in line with approval in principle at the 28th April meeting at a cost of £10,000 for 
the full design brief. 

Action: Cllr Beckitt to confirm decision with Planit.IE. 

Update on proposed Gateways/Buildouts 

17. Following approval by the Parish Council in November 2019 for the installation of gateways 
and buildouts on Birch Heath Lane, Plough Lane, and dragon’s teeth on Little Heath Road 
(which may now be replaced by a rumble strip) 

18. Long and protracted discussion with CWAC Highway have been ongoing who still have to 
complete a detailed assessment on each site to ensure the locations could accommodate the 
proposed installations and acceptable designs. 

19. Two designs have provisionally been approved and subject to individual councillor 
preference then the majority for either design 1 or 2 will be confirmed with Highways. 

20. Cllr Beckitt also reported on a cycling working group sponsored by Christleton, Waverton, Gt. 
Boughton and Huntington Parish Councils to promote and develop cycling plans for the 
Parishes to the South of Chester as well as regionally, with a number of proposals to improve 
cycling in and around Chester. 

Item Update from Air Quality Working Group was b/fwd 

21. Cllr Beckitt informed the meeting that Great Boughton Parish Council were about to start 
monitoring Air Quality and Littleton Parish Council had to continue to monitor air quality on 
the A51. These more recent measurements have revealed a very high PM10 and PM2.5 at 
the housing line on the A51. 

22. The Air Quality Working Group had already requested CWAC put a pause on the A51 
improvements until CWAC had carried out their own PM measurements and could reliably 
predict the impact of higher traffic flows on air quality.  Littleton PC will write to CWAC to 
reinforce this suggested pause to the A51 improvements based on their recent housing line 
measurements. 

KING GEORGE’S TRUST ITEMS 

To retrospectively approve expenditure for May 2020 

23. The following expenditure was approved:  

Payments £ Act Cheque No: 

Rob Pierce – Groundwork 
Maintenance – APRIL 2020 

635.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 160 

INCOME –  

BANK BALANCE @:  20/04/20  1580.15 

Final quarterly financial review for 2019/2020 

24. The financial spreadsheets for the final quarter of 2019/2020 finances were circulated to all 
members and approved unanimously. 

Inspection report for Little Heath Play Area/ Bike Track 

25. Cllr Robson has been carrying social distancing inspection of the play area and there were no 
issues with the equipment to report this month. 

26. There have been an increasing number of restriction violations by members of the public 
using the play area and bike track in breach of the lockdown guidelines.  The Parish Council 
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are now padlocking the gates to the play area and additional signage informing the public 
that it is closed will be displayed on fencing around the area to enforce the message  

Improvements on the First Field 

27. The Groundsman is currently carrying out rolling and regular cutting of a selected area, and 
to date the state of the field has improved but will continue to require continued cutting and 
rolling for some time. 

28. The Groundsman’s potential ongoing costs of improving this section of the field would be 
£45 per cut and further one-off costs of £200 to fill in the depression with topsoil and reseed 
and £20 to eliminated mole hills. 

29. It was also agreed to engage a Playing Field Specialist Firm to carry out a full survey of the 
field to bring it up to playing field standard.  The Groundsman to continue his improvements 
in the meantime 

Action: Cllr Beckitt will action this item. 

Christleton Sports club Defibrillator installation 

30. The councillors confirmed that they were in favour of the Sports Club installing a new 
defibrillator to replace the one vandalised during the break in at the Clubhouse at New Year. 

Future Projects & Groups 

Update from Air Quality Working Group 

31. This item had been discussed earlier in the meeting. 

Allotments 

Report from Allotment Group 

32. The Clerk confirmed that over £2800 had been received in paid rents to date but expected 
more when May bank statement were received and checked. 

To approve improvement work to central pathway and hiring waste skip 

33. Approval was given at a total cost of £961.70 (including VAT) for the hire of a waste skip, and 
remedial work to the central pathway at the allotment colony. 

Finance 

To approve retrospectively expenditure for May 2020 

34. The following expenditure was approved. 

ORGANISATION Amount Act 
Cheque 
No: 

Sue Thwaite – Clerk Expenses April 2020 104.11 LGA 1972 – Sec 112 2438 

Zurich Municipal – Annual Parish Council 
Insurance renewal 

1085.37 LGA 1972 Sec 140 2439 

Planit-IE Ltd – Village Design Workbook 1500.00  2440 

Rob Pierce – Groundworks  333.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 2441 

Morral Play Services Lt – Annual Inspection of 
LHPA 

54.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 2442 

No Prior Approval Payments  

Sue Thwaite Clerk – Salary for April 2020 & 
Additional hrs for March 2020 

682.15 LGA 1972 – Sec 111 2438 

Derek Garner – Village Asst Pay & expenses 
APRIL 2020 

52.34 LGA 1972 – Sec 112 2443 

HMRC – PAYE APRIL 2020 199.63 LGA 1972 – Sec 2 2444 
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INCOME: Bank interest 

Bank Balances – @ 20/04/20 

H/I Account  131,203.66 

Current A/C  100.14 

Dredging A/C 11,049.26 

Final quarterly financial review for 2019/2020 

35. The financial spreadsheets for the final quarter of 2019/2020 finances were circulated to all 
members and approved unanimously. 

To approve transfer of £6000 to King George’s Fields Account 

36. The transfer of £6000 was approved from the Parish Council to support the upkeep of King 
Georges Fields. 

Action: The Clerk to action this item. 

To approve transfer of £1000 to the Pit Dredging Fund Account 

37. The annual transfer of £1000 to the Pit Dredging Fund was approved. 

Action The Clerk to action this item. 

To approve quotation for re-furbishing the notice boards & clean Jubilee Sign 

38. A quotation of £140 has been received to rub down and coat 3 notice board cabinets and to 
clean the Jubilee Sign on the village green was unanimously approved. 

Action: Clerk to confirm decision to contractor. 

Monthly Inspection Report 

Capesthorne Road Community Orchard 

39. There was no issue to report at this meeting. 

Community Safety Matters 

40. The Parish Council has been made aware of a significant increase in drug related issues in and 
around the village.  This was reported to the Police who confirmed that they are aware of the 
issues and have been carrying out some plain clothes work and are spending as much time as 
possible in the rural villages, there has been an arrest being made of a male in Christleton.   

41. If anyone sees drug activity or anti-social behaviour, then report it to the police by ringing 
101 non-emergency number, by email or through Crimestoppers and it could be the piece of 
jigsaw needed. 

Action Items  

To discuss operational changes to Website 

42. The Webmaster circulated a report on the work he has been doing on behalf of the Parish 
Council to bring the Website to meet Accessibility Regulations by the deadline of 23rd 
September 2020.  The regulations refer to those with dexterity, visual, and hearing 
disabilities that make it difficult to access the Website. 

43. The current Webmaster has built, maintained and hosted the Parish Council website on a 
voluntary basis for a number of years.  Discussion took place to consider making it a more 
formal arrangement and to pay him a monthly/annual retainer for his services. 

44. In order to assess a fair amount of recompense the council need to know how many hours 
per week/month he works on the website and if he would be in favour of taking on the more 
formal role for the Parish Council 

45. The Clerk will contact the Webmaster to discuss the proposal and report back to the next 
meeting. 
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46. The Council would like to formally thank the Webmaster for all the hours and hard work he 
has carried out on building and maintaining the website on a voluntary basis over a number 
of years and agreed that it was excellent and very useful tool in informing the local 
community of the work of the Parish Council.  The web address is https://christleton-
pc.gov.uk for anyone who wants to keep up to date with the Parish Council work. 

To consider setting up Facebook/Twitter Social Media accounts to support PC Website 

47. Following a discussion, it was decided not to set up Facebook/Twitter accounts, due the high 
level of maintenance required to keep them current and up-to-date. 

Information Correspondence 

48. Information correspondence: a list of items received has been circulated to member prior to 
the meeting 

Information only items 

49. There were no matters raised at this meeting. 

 

Dates of next meeting: TUESDAY 16th June at 7.0 pm Meeting closed at 9.45 pm 
 

https://christleton-pc.gov.uk/
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