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MINUTES OF CHRISTLETON PARISH COUNCIL ORDINARY MEETING 

INCORPORATING KING GEORGE’S TRUST 

Held on Tuesday 12 January 2021 

Via ZOOM Virtual Meeting 

APPROVED 

Present Cllr Luke Henley (Chairman) Susan Robson, John Beckitt, Elizabeth Inall, Damian Murphy 
Peter Tonge, Graham Ranger, Lauren Buckley & Janet Brown 
 
In Attendance: CWAC Cllr Stuart Parker, Peter Bulmer, Chairman of Gt. Boughton Parish Council, 
John Neary & Sue Thwaite (Clerk) 
 
Apologies: Cllr Kate Sinclair (work commitments) 

Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 

There were no declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests. 

Minutes of the last Meeting 

1. The Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 1st December 2020 were 
approved as a true and correct record and will be formally signed by the Chairman following 
lockdown restrictions being lifted. 

Public Forum 

2. Cllr Parker reported that CWAC are currently working on the next financial year’s budget and 
continue to support businesses and residents during the current COVID 19 crises. 

Broadband Connections 

3. John Neary updated the Council on progress with getting Superfast Broadband into the 
communities of Christleton/Littleton & Waverton supported by the Government voucher scheme 
of £1500 per household or £3500 for businesses to assist in achieving the enhanced broadband 
speed. The voucher pledges, without any commitment to the supplier payment/part-payment to 
cover costs involved. 

4. He outlined three different organisations being considered and a community partnership has 
been set up in Littleton allowing households and businesses to pledge their Gigabit vouchers.  

5. Grants vouchers to be claimed by registration and engagement when requested by the provider. 
6. Community must register interest and pledge vouchers, this is not limited to one provider, but 

co-ordination within the community is required. 
7. It was proposed that the communities of Christleton/Littleton and Waverton together with a 

rural representative form a working group to obtain all necessary information required to take 
this matter forward. 

8. It was agreed that Cllr Beckitt will approach Littleton and Waverton Parish Council’s to put 
forward a representative and Cllr Robson will approach a resident who has expressed his 
willingness to be involved.  Mr Paul Sinclair will represent Christleton on the group. 

Traffic & Road Safety 

Item 6(b) was bt/fwd 

To discuss Sustainable Transport Taskforce Pilot Area 

9. Cllr Peter Bulmer of Gt. Boughton Parish Council outlined that CWAC Sustainable Transport Task 
Force was established some time ago following the implementation of bus and cycle lanes into 
Chester centre on a trial basis. 
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10. Following a recent meeting it was suggested that a ‘pilot area’ be identified with the intention to 
develop sustainable transport vision/proposals that could be implemented, with potential 
funding available through the Saighton Camp S106 fund. 

11. Gt. Boughton PC along with the parish councils of Christleton, Littleton, Waverton & Huntington 
believe that we have the ingredients to be considered as a ‘pilot area’ following putting together 
cycling and walking plans, which were submitted to CWAC in summer 2020, which also included 
improving air quality, reducing traffic congestions/rat runs and developing safer routes to school 
and more under a wider Sustainable Transport Vison. 

12. The Chair of the Sustainability Transport Taskforce has been contacted to put forward the area 
bounded by the S106 red line map for the pilot.  The bid has the full support of the South 
Cheshire Parishes Joint Cycling Group. 

13. A further meeting of the STTF is planned for later this week when the ‘pilot area’ will be decided. 
14. Cllr Bulmer went on to outline the Government proposals to create ‘Mini-Holland’ areas which 

are more cycling/pedestrian friendly with spending on their roads and streetscapes to replicate 
the Dutch equivalent.  These areas could benefit from Government funding through their Gear 
Change Scheme. 
Resolved: for Christleton Parish Council to work with the other four Parish Councils to move this 
project forward.  Approved unanimously. 

15. Cllr Beckitt went on to expand the idea of a ‘Mini Holland’ context and how one would be 
implemented.  It was suggested that a working group be set up with CWAC Highways a 
consultancy and the Parish Councils to actually work hand in hand to go through these proposals 
which contain a lot of detailed changes within the village. 

16. It CWAC would not agree to this suggestion then further implementation of a ‘Mini Holland’ in 
the village should not be recommended. 

CWAC Highways Backlog 

17. There was nothing to report at this month’s meeting, a full update will be provided at the 
February meeting. 

To discuss progress with A41 proposals 

18. Cllr Beckitt summarised the current position on actions requested from CWAC regarding an 
average speed zone, air quality measurement improvements, upgrading the cycle path and a 
reduction in queueing up to the Hamburger, although some of the requests have not received a 
response. CWAC have agreed to appoint a consultant to develop improvement plans for the 
Hamburger roundabout and the roundabout at the end of the A51 and they have agreed to a 
particle measurement trial. On the A51. This trial would prove the measurement technique, but 
would not give a representative measurement of air quality until A51 traffic volumes, currently 
reduced due to COVID, returns to normal. 

19. Progress has also been made with a Cycle Plan for Christleton which includes the A41 with 
recommendation that the cycle path be improved or replaced. 

20. There has been no response from Highways to the Parish Council letter and support letters from 
Waverton & Rowton Parish Councils to the 7-point suggestions for the A41. 

21. One resident has written to all the major hauliers whose vehicles travel down the A41 encourage 
their drivers use the A56/M6 route instead, this will be brought to the attention of Highways 
again. 

Speeding Questionnaire 

22. A questionnaire entitled “is vehicle speeding a high priority issue in your town/parish” which is 
regarded an important issue will be completed by Cllr Beckitt on behalf of Christleton Parish 
Council. 
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Quarry Lane Footpath 

23. Concerns were raised at the number of ‘slurry’ type leaves on Quarry Lane in recent weeks which 
has proved a hazard for pedestrians, this issue is also happening in other roads throughout the 
village. The Council has been given a contact in Streetcare at CWAC to request to arrange a 
special sweep of the village. 

IT Improvements 

Update from GDPR working group 

24. This item is ongoing and all outstanding issues will be finalised by the end of January 2021. 

Planning 

Planning Applications 

25. A list of planning application previously circulated to all Councillors was considered.  
Comments were noted by the Clerk for submission to CWAC Planning Authority.  All comments 
can be viewed on CWAC website. 

Update on University of Law planning proposal/use of Green Space 

26. A very constructive meeting has been held between the CPC Working group and the developer’s 
team, whose timescale has now been put back for about 3 months.  The developer has promised 
to share their construction and management plan with the Council which includes traffic through 
the village and the temporary road of Little Heath Road. 

27. Issues regarding removal of trees in the orchard was discussed and it was agreed that a site visit 
by the working group would be arranged as soon as preliminary drawings are available to identify 
any trees that needed to be protected. 

28. There has been a presentation by Planit-IE and the developer for them to see the improvements 
being considered to the middle of the village for the developer to decide whether they were 
going to contribute financially to any of them. 

29. The green space area of the site was not included in the current development plans as Sports 
England would require this area to be developed as a sports facility with changing rooms etc 
being built at a considerable cost. Further investigations with Sports England on their position 
that the area should be kept for sports activities will be carried out.  

30. This area would be kept separate and it has been decided previously that the Parish Council 
would go back to the developer with some ideas to make sure this space was useful to the village 
to reduce the possibility that it would be used for something else. 

31. Cllr Tonge then outlined a possible proposal for the space was for a formal path following around 
the field planted with trees and shrubs to form a winter walk with low level native planting at the 
existing woodland edge, benches and picnic areas. 

32. Cllr Buckley had suggested a tennis court sized ‘tiny forest’ which is a dense planting of native 
species – however the above winter walk proposal lends itself to fairly intensive planting and a 
layered approach.  Cllr Buckley also suggested proposal to protect species such as bees, 
wildflowers, loose soil for ground nesting bees, insect houses, bat boxes, bird nesting boxes, 
hedgehog houses, and many more ideas. 

33. Cheshire Wildlife Trust has confirmed that it would be able to assist with a Habitat Management 
Plan for this area should it go ahead. 

34. Concerns were raised regarding the upkeep and maintenance of the area in the future and it was 
thought that this would be the developer’s responsibility going forward. 

35. The option to use the entrance to the development for a drop off/pick up point for Park & Stride 
is under consideration by the developer. 
Resolved: A letter outlining the Parish Council’s proposals for the green space area to be 
forwarded to the developer was discussed and agreed unanimously 
Action: Cllr Beckitt will action this item. 
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KING GEORGE’S TRUST ITEMS 

To approve retrospectively Expenditure for December 2020 

36. The following expenditure was approved: 

Payments    £ Act 

Dee Fencing Ltd – Supply & erect new 6x6 gate 
post to replace snapped one  

267.97 Open Spaces Act 1906 

INCOME –    

BANK BALANCE @:  20/12/2020 644.03  

To request financial support from CPC 

37. A formal request for the sum of £1500 of financial support from the Parish Council was 
considered and agreed. 

38. The Clerk informed the meeting that an application for a grant toward the cost of the installation 
of a new gate at Little Heath Play Area from Cllr Stuart Parker’s members budget has been 
successful in the amount of £675.18. 

39. A vote of thanks to Cllr Parker was passed for this very generous award, it is greatly appreciated. 

Monthly Inspection Report LHPA/Bike Track 

40. A report that the outer nylon cover on one area of the new nest swing seat had been damaged 
by someone standing on the seat 

41.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the maintenance contractor to inspect the damage 
and confirm what action is needed with costs. 

Update on additional car parking by LHPA 

42. Cllr Robson confirmed that a second quotation was outstanding. 
43. An alternative area was suggested for additional car parking where the wooden bollards at the 

edge of KGF first field to be moved further into the field to allow room in front for parking with a 
suitable surface being put in place. 
Resolved: To investigate this option further 
Action: Cllr Robson will action this item. 

Update on remedial work a Little Heath Play Area 

44. Cllrs Robson & Inall had a meeting with company for advice for an alternative surface by the 
multi-play equipment who suggested an alternative installed at Tarporley Primary School. A visit 
to the school will be arranged when current restrictions allow. 

45. The Clerk confirmed that the manufacturer of the swings and multi-play equipment would be 
inspecting the defects with the timber on these items in the near future and will report their 
findings. 

Action Items 

Update on footpaths PROW registration 

46.  Cllr Tonge submitted a very comprehensive report on progress, confirming that Cllr Stuart Parker 
on behalf of the footpath group delivered the formal applications for four footpaths to be 
registered on the definitive map. 

47. The work of the group has gathered a substantial amount of evidence is a very short space of 
time with 241 individual witness statements in total for the four footpaths in question being 
completed and with a further 32 informal signed declarations for each path from people who did 
not go on to complete the full official statements.  Numerous other local residents have not only 
filled in the nine-page official witness statements, they have also agreed to be interviewed and 
attend public enquiries if required. 
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48. Cllr Tonge report expressed his thanks and appreciation to all involved for raising awareness 
initially, mobilising footpath users and gathering the data required for these submissions. 

49. Thanks, were also expressed to Cllr Parker for his help in delivering the four boxes of witness 
statements to CWAC Highways at time when, due to the COVID restrictions, members of the 
public did not have access.  His help it greatly appreciated. 

50. Cllr Tonge confirmed that this would be a long process going forward and suggested he make a 
FOI request to CWAC Highways on behalf of the Parish Council, to ascertain when our request 
would be considered and how many other applications, they have in the pipeline ahead of ours, 
to apply pressure to reach a solution to the matter, this was agreed unanimously. 

To consider winter leaf collection 

51. Following of from item 22 to request special sweeps of the village, it was also agreed to approach 
Boughton Heath Allotment Association to see if they would be interested using supplies of leaves 
for leaf mould and to engage our groundwork contractor to sweep and remove any further 
excess leaves during the winter months.  It was concluded that a planned combination of this leaf 
collection followed by a Streetcare clean and a final clean by the Parish Council towards the end 
of Autumn would avoid the leaf slurry seen throughout the village this year. 

52. Action: The clerk to approach Allotment Association. 

Progress with updating Village Directory/Guide 

53. This matter is ongoing. 

Finance: 

To approve retrospectively expenditure for December 2020 

54. The following expenditure was approved: 

ORGANISATION £ Act 

Sue Thwaite – Clerk Expenses December 2020 84.45 LGA 1972 – Sec 112 

Countrywide Grounds Maintenance Ltd – Strim woodland, 
rough area on Birch Heath Common 

84.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 

Water Plus Payments – Water charges for Allotments 10.54 Small Holding & 
Allotment Act 1908 

JDH Business Services Ltd - Data Protection Compliance 
2020/21 

480.00 LGA 1972 – Sec 142 

Krystal Hosting - Annual Hosting Fee 95.99 LGA 1972 – Sec 112 

Elitehelp Ltd – Repair to Desktop computer & reinstall 
Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2019 

237.50 LGA 1972 – Sec 112 

Cllr John Beckitt -ZOOM subscription   
December Zoom  

14.40 LGA 1972 – Sec 112 

No Prior Approval Payments    

Sue Thwaite Clerk – Salary & add hours for December 20  771.56 LGA 1972 – Sec 111 

Derek Garner – Village Asst Pay & expenses December 20  105.58 LGA 1972 – Sec 112 

HMRC – PAYE & NICS for December 2020 284.89 LGA 1972 – Sec 2 

INCOME: 

Bank Balances – @ 20/12/20 

H/I Account 90493.20 

Current A/C 100.74 

Dredging A/C 12053.48 
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To consider request from KGF Trust of financial support. 

55. A request form KGF Trust for the sum of £1500 financial support form CPC was considered and 
approved. 

Quarterly Financial Review  

56. The quarterly financial review was circulated to all Councillors and approved. 

To finalise budget proposals for financial year 2021-2022 

57. Cllr Henley reported on budget meetings and outlined how the core expenditure had increased 
significantly over the last three years which included maintaining assets, insurance, salaries, fees, 
and subsidising KGF Trust who derive very little income apart from rents from Christleton Sports 
Club, together with other running costs, these need to be addressed going forward to see where 
these costs can be adjusted. Income to the Parish Council comes mainly from the Precept, some 
derived from VAT refunds and Allotments rents which are offset by any expenditure required in 
the running of the Allotments. 

58. Spending on future capital projects e.g., traffic, supplementary car parking, future funding for 
play area equipment, was discussed and it was suggested that actual spending on projects would 
be taken at a time when all relevant information on individual projects was to hand.  Further 
discussions on capital spending and level of reserves we require going forward will be considered 
at the next meeting. 

To agree Precept for financial year 2021/2022 

59. Following budget discussion, it was proposed that we apply for a precept of £65,000 for the 
financial year 2021/2022. 
Proposed by Cllr Robson and seconded by Cllr Tonge and agreed unanimously. 

Consultation & Engagement 

To discuss Heritage Assessment Report 

60. The Heritage Assessment report was circulated to all members prior to the meeting, the general 
opinion was very it was a very objective document and gave a very good picture of the situation 
regarding proposed changes to the village green. 

61. Resolved: The Heritage Assessment was approved as a document to circulate to the residents 
with the consultation papers. 

Planit Update 

62. Cllr Beckitt reported receipt of one quotation for proposed works and is in process of obtaining a 
further two. 

63. The working group had met and agreed on the consultation process for residents, with a leaflet 
drop to all households, short videos and series of webinars. 

64. A draft of what the brief would look like was circulated to all members for comment.  Along side 
it was description of the proposals and a question-and-answer questionnaire for completion by 
the community. 

65. The final version of the brief would be published in a booklet together with photographs, 
diagrams and questionnaire. 

66. Cllr Beckitt went on to explain in more detail the lay out which would contain high quality 
graphics and had approached Planit for the cost of producing and printing the booklet which was 
confirmed at £2000 excl VAT. 

67. Cllr Tonge raise his concern with the ongoing costs being incurred with the consultation process 
and was assured that other than possible further expenditure on graphics and following approval 
of the Planit proposals by the community all further major expenditure would be sought from 
Saighton Camp S106 or other external sources. 
Resolved:  To approve this cost to commence working with Planit on detailed design of the 
booklet, this was agreed unanimously. 
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Action: The working group would commence working with on producing the consultation 
booklet. 

Cycling Plans 

68. Cllr Beckitt updated the meeting on progress with cycling plans and confirmed that Pearl Lane 
would be a pedestrian and cycle priority road with vehicles still being able to use it  

69. The road out from Christleton to Littleton footpath which is lined by trees, concerns were raised 
that should a proposal for it to become a shared user path (pedestrians/cyclists) then some of 
the trees would be damaged/lost and it would become a much less attractive approach to the 
village. This stretch of road has an excellent accident record and there is no reason to put cyclists 
on the pathway. 

70. Cyclist coming into the village from Littleton would also have to re-join the highway just before 
the blind bend creating a serious risk to their safety. 

71. It was agreed following further discussion that the Parish Council pursue CWAC Highway to 
reduce the speed limit on that road as an alternative and keep bikes on the road.  

High School and Village Road community car park 

72. The High School governors, and headteacher have agreed t that the proposal to increase car 
parking capacity at the High School/Brio and provide some additional capacity for the community 
could proceed to the next stage of design and costing. 

73. A key feature of the scheme is the way it provides benefits to the High School, Brio, the Bridge 
Club and the community – it was envisaged that the costs would be shared by the participants. 
Resolved: It was approved that discussion should start with all four parties; this was agreed 
unanimously. 
Action:  Cllr Beckitt to action this item and come back to the Parish Council with a proposal. 

Community Safety Matters 

Update on safety improvements at the Pit and LHPA 

74. This item was deferred to the next meeting. 

Future Projects & Groups 

Update from Air Quality Working Group 

75. There was nothing to report at this meeting 

Allotments 

Update from the Allotment Working Group 

76. The matter of flooding/drainage on some of the plots on the allotments was highlighted by one 
plot holder who is currently installing a drainage system on his plot. 

77. The matter of drainage on other areas of the site was brought to the attention of the meeting 
and it was agreed that Cllr Tonge would meet with the Secretary of the Allotment Association to 
look into the feasibility and potential costs of such a plan and report back at the February 
meeting. 

Christleton Schools 

Update from Christleton High School 

78. The High School are currently organising a COVID test scheme for pupils. 

Update from Christleton Primary School 

79. The primary school currently have 70 children of key workers attending school during the current 
lockdown measures. 
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Monthly Inspection Report 

Capesthorne Road Community Orchard 

80. The winter works at the Orchard has now been completed. 

Information Correspondence 

81. A full list of correspondence received as per attachment with the Agenda was distributed to the 
Councillors prior to this meeting. 

Information Only Items 

 
Dates of the next meetings: Tuesday 9th February 2020 
 
Meeting closed at 9.27 pm CPC 12th January 2021 
 


