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MINUTES OF CHRISTLETON PARISH COUNCIL ORDINARY MEETING 

INCORPORATING KING GEORGE’S TRUST 

Held on Tuesday 6th September 2022 at 7.30 pm 

At Christleton Methodist Church Hall 

SIGNED 

Present Cllr Luke Henley (Chairman) Susan Robson, Janet Brown, Kate Sinclair, John Beckitt, Peter 
Tonge, Graham Ranger & Elizabeth Inall 
 
In Attendance: CWAC Cllr Stuart Parker Sue Thwaite (Clerk), seven members of the public. 
 
Apologies: Cllrs Lauren Buckley (family commitments) & Damian Murphy (family commitments) 

Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 

1. Cllr Inall declared a personal interest in Planning Application number 22//02739/FUL – St. 
James Church. 

Minutes of the last Meeting 

2. The Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 5th July 2022 were 
approved and signed as a true and correct record. 

Public Forum 

Item Planning 5b was b/fwd 

St James Church proposed planning application 

3. The plans to carry out alternation to the inside of the church to free up space for 
community/organisations and hospitality activities for use by village community were 
outlined to the meeting. 

4. Also incorporated in the plan is a small extension including a kitchen, toilets and storage 
space, with audio/visual upgrade.  The extension would be in keeping with the current 
architecture and any disturbance to long standing graves would be carried out 
sympathetically and in accordance with all necessary protocols. 

5. The Council was asked for their support with this application and following further discussion 
and some clarification on the plans it was 

Resolved: The submission to CWAC planning for this application would be positively 
supported by the majority of the members. 

Action: The Clerk to submit Parish Councils comments to CWAC Planning Authority. 

6. Mr Malcolm Pratt from Little Mere Management Ltd attended the meeting update the 
members of the current position regarding any amendments to the maintenance agreement, 
this will be discussed later in the meeting 

7. This item regarding the Little Heath Road Maintenance Agreement was on the agenda for a 
discussion later and Mr Pratt was invited to stay to take part when the item was reached. 

8. Other members of the public were in attendance in connection the fatal accident that 
occurred at the junction of Plough Lane and Rake Lane – this matter is on the agenda later 
and would be discussed when the agenda reached that point. 
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Planning Applications 

9. A list of planning applications previously circulated to all councillors was considered, 
comments noted by the Clerk for submission to CWAC Planning Authority, all comments can 
be viewed on CWAC website 

10. Planning Application No: 22/02384/FUL - Tithebarn, Little Heath Road – concerns regarding 
this application were raised, particularly in connection with loss of privacy to neighbouring 
property, access to the development site across neighbour’s drive without consultation and 
potential damage to Cedars of Lebanon tree located on the development site. 

11. It was agreed that the Parish Council would formulate their objections to this application on 
those grounds. 

Action: The Clerk will forward Council’s comments to CWAC Planning Authority. 

Update on UOL Planning/Construction Traffic Management Plans  

12. There was nothing to report at this meeting 

Update on Beechmoor Nurseries planning application 

13. The Parish Council’s submission to the amended planning application has been lodged with 
CWAC Planning. 

14. A report highlighting discussions with the Developer pointed out that there were a number 
of actions that were expected to be included in the development, for example some 
contribution to resurfacing the canal footpath. 

15. Other suggestions were to make modifications to the Hamburger junction which would 
remove the queuing past the development, also suggested a safer way for residents to go 
round the Hamburger junction for access to Sainsburys, also to make a contribution to 
measure the NO2 and PM2.5 measurements on the A41 which are currently very high and 
dangerously polluted. 

16. The developer indicated that they were only prepared to put in a ‘refuge’ when crossing the 
A41 and there was no intention to control the traffic in anyway which made to this a very 
dangerous crossing. 

17. The Council are now awaiting a response form the Developer regarding the proposed 
improvements they should be funding. 

Update on Housing Needs Assessment 

18. Following some complaints from residents regarding the questionnaire reporting they were 
unable to submit their online form due to a question being incomplete, this did not allow 
their submission to be lodged. 

19. This matter was brought to the attention of the company carrying out the survey and they 
have agreed to distribute the questionnaire again to enable residents to re-submit their 
response. 

Traffic & Road Safety 

Update on Highway Issues 

20. The Chairman wished to pass on the condolences of Christleton Parish Council to 

the family of the deceased cyclist who tragically lost his life in the accident at Plough Lane 
and Rake Lane crossroads. 

21. Littleton Parish Council also expressed their condolences to Christleton Parish Council and 
the family of the deceased. 

22. Cllr Beckitt submitted a report to Council outlining all the black spots in the village and the 
traffic injury risks that have been identified and actioned, and areas where there are 
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significant accident histories that justify action including average speed camera installation 
on the A41. 

23. Birch Heath Lane speeding issues – temporary chicane trial is scheduled for later in 
September. 

24. Hamburger roundabout still remains one of the most dangerous junctions in the area. The 
A41 shared user path – school children are still using this path right alongside HGV’s 
travelling the A41, request to resurface the canal path in an ongoing request to Highways 
which would move children away from the polluting atmosphere of the A41. 

25. Little Heath Road – suggestions to Highways to make this 20mph limit was rejected but they 
would consider reducing the limit from 40 mph to 30 mph it was unanimously agreed that 
we support the intuitive in reduction with the speed limit on this road. 

Action:  Cllr Beckitt to action this item. 
26. Cycling stands - survey carried out and the proposal is to install one cycle stand in front of the 

Ring-o-Bells next to the bench, three stands at the Primary School, which would require the 
support of the school and four stands in front of Little Heath Play area. 

27. The Council approved the outline plan and arrangements will be made for the detailed 
design, cost estimate and investigate funding options. 

28. Plough Lane/Rake Lane junction has had numerous minor unreported accidents, regular 
serious accidents a fatality in 1960-72 and the recent fatality. Traffic improvements delayed 
by COVID have been installed by Highways this year but not adequate. 

29. Following the accident there is an investigation being carried out by CWAC Highways. 

30. Cllr Beckitt met with a Highways Engineer who gave some very good advice on what he 
thinks would be appropriate improvements.  Cllr Beckitt also met with the Police Officer who 
is going to advice CWAC on the changes they make to the junction. 

31. The Parish Council have been inundated with correspondence with suggestions and ideas on 
how this junction can be improved which included traffic lights, roundabout, cutting hedges 
to improve visibility, lower speed limits, better signage on all roads, flashing VAS and traffic 
calming and ramps coming up onto a paved area on all roads so it slowed all vehicles down, 
reduce the speed limit from 40mph to 30mph on Rake Lane approaching the crossroads and 
a number of other ideas.  

32. The farmer also said he would consider removing some hedging to improve visibility at this 
junction but would require funding towards this proposal. 

33. Improvements to the A51/A55 junction would reduce the amount of cut through traffic 
caused by the traffic lights at this junction backing up traffic along the A51 at all times of the 
day attention is needed to this issue. 

34. Traffic coming on the A41 from Whitchurch uses the roads through Waverton and 
Christleton to access the A51 at peak times is due to the Hamburger which backs traffic all 
the way up to Waverton. 

Resolved: that all the suggestions outlined above be put to CWAC Highway without 
delay. 

Action: Cllr Beckitt to action this item. 
35. The matter of this junction being a safe passage to children attending the High School was 

also brought to the attention of the meeting that there several things wrong with the 
junction which need to be considered for pedestrian safety.  This matter will also be 
investigated further. 

36. Waverton Parish Council have made contact to see if a petition could be arranged to 
highlight urgent changes at the junction, further discussion was required to agree on the 
content of such a petition, 
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37. Cllr Beckitt will have further discussions with Waverton PC and come back to the council with 
the results. 

Speedwatch Update 

38. Speed measurement around the Pit area. 

Update on ISTTF/South East Cheshire Pilot/Travel for Saighton Camp TDM study 

39. There was nothing to report at this meeting. 

Update on Air Quality 

40. Further concerns were highlighted in a report where Medics were pushing for a faster 
reduction in the levels of PM2.5 and No2 levels. 

Item No: 13d was bt/fwd. 

To consider projects for Neighbourhood Pride & Members Budget schemes 

41. Cllr Parker outlined a scheme where each Ward Councillor has been awarded a sum of £6400 
to invest into a project to benefit the community in their Ward.  He also confirmed that he 
still has monies available in his Members Budget should the Council wish to submit a grant 
application for a specific project. 

42. Following a discussion, it was agreed to look into potential projects for which the Council 
could apply for funding from either of these schemes. 

43. Cllr Robson suggested purchase of a picnic table and benches for Little Heath Play Area – this 
will be explored. 

Action: Cllr Robson to action this item 
Item 13g was bt/fwd 

Update on progress with CWAC & Little Mere Management re amendments to Little Heath 
Road Maintenance Agreement 

44. Mr Pratt gave a history of how the residents of Little Mere became responsible for the 
upkeep of Little Heath which is an unadopted road, when the properties were built on land 
that was formerly owned by the British Legion. 

45. The Section 106 agreement that was put in place in 2003 was that the maintenance of the 
road be the responsibility of Little Mere residents which has become far busier with traffic 
visiting the Pit, Little Heath Play Area, the Sports Club and parents dropping of their children 
attending the High School thereby making the requirement for maintenance far greater than 
originally envisioned. 

46. Following CWAC Head of Planning confirming that one clause would need amending to the 
106 agreement which would remove the total liability of the cost of the road from just 7 
households in Little Mere and allow the liability to be shared with the Parish Council. 

47. A number of ways forward to resolve this issue of how responsibility for the maintenance of 
the road be resolved were discussed to reduce the burden on the 7 households from the 
current system of the Parish Council maintaining the road and the costs being reimbursed by 
Little Mere Management 

48. It was agreed that alternate solution to the present arrangements would be explored and 
brought back to the next meeting to finalise the matter. 

KING GEORGE’S TRUST ITEMS 

To approve expenditure for September 2022 

49. The expenditure set out in Appendix 1 was approved. 
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Update from KGF Development Group – LHPA project 

50. The Masterplan for the improvements to the play area were circulated to the members and 
advise on way of applying for funding had been obtained. 

51. The way forward is now to produce a leaflet to circulate to all households in the community 
for their feedback showing the masterplan and information of the project that is being 
planned, also a questionnaire asking for community support for this project. There will also 
be a display at the Open Morning all of which are essential to support any grant funding 
applications. 

52. Any grant funding application would also require confirmation of third-party contribution to 
the cost of the project. 

Resolved: Unanimous approval to go ahead with the project and to produce the 
necessary leaflet was given. 

Action: Cllr Inall & Sinclair to design the leaflet and it will be delivered by the members 
of the Council. 

Monthly Play Area Inspection Report 

53. An incident at the play area where the new swings failed with the potential serious injury to 
a child using is at the time.  Very fortunately the child was not injured. A local mechanic 
visited the site and made the necessary repair promptly and made the swings safe again. 

54. The problem was the fitting on the vertical screw which goes through to the horizontal fixing 
appeared not to be long enough for the locking nut to stay in place, this is thought in part to 
being due to shrinkage in the wood in the extremely hot weather. 

55. CWAC Landscape Officer has been in touch with the manufacturer of the equipment to 
urgently visit the equipment and assess how the problem occurred and carry out urgent 
remedial work to avoid it happening again.  This is being closely monitored. 

56. A suggestion to employ the services of mechanical individual to inspect the play area was 
discussed. 

Action; Cllr Beckitt will approach the local mechanic to request he carry out the 
mechanical maintenance of the equipment infrequently, to urgently chase up the 
manufacturer to visit the site and to amend the current play area inspection schedule to 
reflect the changes discussed.  

57. One other item was reported that a nut on the digger needed replacing – this matter is in 
hand. 

ALLOTMENTS 

To receive report from Allotment Group 

58. Cllr Tonge & the Clerk attended the Annual Produce Show to judge all the different 
categories followed by a BBQ. 

59. Three plots are currently vacant, one of which is to be visited by prospective tenant next 
week. 

60. It was reported that the state of the plots overall is very good with a noticeable improvement 
over the years since the Parish Council took over the management of the colony. 

Finance 

 To approve expenditure for May 2022 

61. The expenditure set out in Appendix 2 was approved 

External Auditors Report 

62. There were no issues reported on the External Auditors Report for y/e 31st March 2022 and 
was approved by all members. 
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63. Following changes being made the Parish Council have the ability to appoint their own 
External Auditor rather than opting into SAAA who are responsible for appointing external 
auditors to all smaller authorities every five years. 

Resolved: Christleton Parish Council will opt-in to the SAAA scheme of appointing their 
external auditor for the next five-year period. 

To confirm retrospective approval for repairing Birch Heath Common fence 

64. This was unanimously approved 

Online Banking Update 

65. This item was deferred to a later meeting due to absence of two signatories. 

To consider request for financial assistance for Parish Hall heating 

66. Following considering request for financial assistance towards the cost of the new heating 
system in the Parish Hall and it was agreed that due to the community use of the hall for a 
number of activities. 

67. Cllr Beckitt proposed and Cllr Ranger seconded the sum of £1000 to be donated in 
recognition of the community activities and would hope that in the current economically 
difficult times such activities can be extended and suggest consideration can be to given 
explore new initiatives. 

Resolved: That the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of 
the Local Government Act 1972 should incur the following expenditure, to donate the 
sum of £1000 towards the cost of the of the heating installation which, in the opinion of 
the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a 
manner commensurate with the expenditure. 

A vote on the resolution was carried by 7 for and 1 abstention. 

Action: Clerk to action this item. 

Christleton Schools 

Update from Christleton High School 

68. There was nothing to report at this meeting 

Update from Christleton Primary School 

69. The issue of the very narrow ashphalt footpath outside the school which is causing problems 
for pedestrians, particularly when pushing a buggy. 

70. A number of requests to CWAC Highways over recent times have been ignored and no action 
taken 

71. It was suggested that the school write to the Parish Council with photographs outlining the 
situation and efforts taken so far to resolve the matter.  The Council will then forward it on 
to the CWAC Head of Streetscene with a letter of support. 

Action: Cllr Inall to action this matter. 

Planit Update 

72. There was nothing to report at this meeting. 

Monthly Inspection Report 

Capesthorne Road Community Orchard 

73. There were no issues to report at this meeting. 
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Action Items 

PROW Update 

74. The Council are still waiting for an update on Department of Environment request for CWAC 
to expedite this matter, we understand that the PROW applications lodged some two and 
half years ago are currently 10th on the list for consideration. 

Open Morning Update/approve cost of advertising 

75. The quotation for the advertisement, flyer and distribution of £232.00 +VAT from the A41 
Magazine was approved. 

76. The design of the flyer and content was also approved. 

Action: The Clerk to confirm approval to the printers and forward the flyer for 
publication. 

To consider projects for Neighbourhood Pride & Members Budget scheme 

77. This matter was covered earlier in the meeting 

St James Church item 

78. Cllr Robson circulated a leaflet from Friends of the building of St James who are an 
organisation that support the infrastructure around the Church, footpaths etc. to bring the 
existence of this group to the notice of the members. 

79. It was agreed that they be sent an official invitation to take part in the Annual Open Morning 
on 29th October, 2022 to highlight the group’s activities to the wider community. 

Action Clerk to action this item. 

Broadband Update 

80. There was nothing to report at this meeting. 

Wild Flower planting scheme 

81. A request from a resident to support an initiative to plant a wild flower border on the grass 
verge at the junction of Quarry Lane and Woodfields.   CWAC have agreed to dig the site, 
plant the seeds and mow the grass, the only expense it the cost of the seeds at a cost of 
£160. 

Resolved: That the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of 
the Local Government Act 1972 should incur he following expenditure which, in the 
opinion of the Council to pay £160 for the cost of the seeds, is in the interests of the 
area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the 
expenditure.  This was agreed unanimously 

Action: The Clerk at action this matter. 

Information Correspondence 

82. A full list of correspondence received as per attachment with the agenda was distributed to 
the Councillors prior to this meeting. 

Information Only Items 

83. St James – Prayer invitation 

Refreshing Police & Crime Commissioner Plan 

Reminder of Neighbourhood Plan Meeting on Tuesday 27th September 2022  

 

Meeting closed at: 10.10 pm 
 
Dates of the next meeting: Tuesday 04/10/22 & 01/11/11    CPC 06/09/2022
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APPENDIX 1 KING GEORGES FIELD TRUST PAYMENTS- SEPTEMBER 2022 

PAYMENTS £ Act 

Rob Pierce  220.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 

JBC Builders – Rub down and paint 3 benches at the Play Area 200.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 

BHIB – Annual renewal premium for KGF insurance 238.00  

INCOME 

BANK BALANCE @ DATE 2379.51  

APPENDIX 2 PARISH COUNCIL PAYMENTS – SEPTEMBER 2022 

ORGANISATION £ Act 

Sue Thwaite – Clerk Expenses AUGUST  2022 165.31 LGA 1972 – Sec 112 

Cheshire Community Action – Annual subscription 50.00 LGA 1972 Sec 143 

JBC Builders – Replace pot & rail fencing at Birch Heath Common 445.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 

CWAC – Pest Control Contract renewal 349.40 LGA 1972 – Sec 112 

McAfee Subscription renewal (re-imburse Sue Thwaite) 99.99 LGA 1972 – Sec 112 

PKF Littlejohn LLP – External Auditors fee 360.00 LGA 1972 – Sec 112 

CommuniCorp – Clerks & Councils Direct Annual subscription 100.00 LGA 1972 Sec 143 

Rob Pierce – Groundworks AUGUST 2022 420.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 

Sue Thwaite Clerk – Salary and add hours for AUGUST 2022 526.30 LGA 1972 – Sec 111 

No Prior Approval Payments 

Derek Garner – Village Asst Pay & expenses AUGUST 2022 171.71 LGA 1972 – Sec 112 

HMRC – PAYE & NICS for JULY  2022 173.40 LGA 1972 – Sec 2 

Christleton Methodist Church – Room Hire September 50.00 LGA 1972 – Sec 111 

HMRC – PAYE & NICS for AUGUST 2021 173.40  

Bank Balances – @ 22/08/21 

H/I Account  101.51  

Current A/C  142,200.15  

Dredging A/C 14059.44  

KGF A/C 2379.51  

 


